Gemini Award-winner SUSIN NIELSEN got her start feeding cast and crew on the popular television series, Degrassi Junior High. They hated her food, but they saw a spark in a script she offered and Nielsen went on to pen sixteen episodes of the hit television show, and four of the books in the Degrassi book series. Since then, Nielsen, who has received two Canadian Screenwriter awards, has written and story-edited many TV series, including Ready or Not, Madison, The Adventures of Shirley Holmes, Edgemont, and two animated series, What About Mimi and Braceface. She also adapted author Susan Juby's book, Alice, I Think, into a TV series. Nielsen has published three children's books: Hank and Fergus, winner of the Mr. Christie's Silver Medal Award, Mormor Moves In, and The Magic Beads. In her new novel, Word Nerd, she brings her wit and insight to the YA fiction field. Susin lives in Vancouver with her husband Goran, son Oskar, and cat Sam.
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Twelve-year-old Ambrose is a glass-half-full kind of guy. A self-described “friendless nerd,” he moves from place to place every couple of years with his overprotective mother, Irene. When some bullies at his new school almost kill him by slipping a peanut into his sandwich — even though they know he has a deathly allergy — Ambrose is philosophical. Irene, however, is not and decides he needs to be home-schooled. What happens next is a richly funny and probing exploration of Ambrose’s gradual trek toward maturity in the company of a quirky crew, including the Greek couple upstairs, their street-wise son, and a cast of oddballs from the Scrabble Club. In this brilliantly observed novel, author Susin Nielsen transports the reader to the world of competitive Scrabble as seen from the honest yet funny viewpoint of a boy who’s searching for acceptance and for a place to call home.
