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Jolted (HarperCollins, 2008)





www.harpercollins.com
For over two hundred years, everyone in the Starker family has died after being hit by lightning, leaving only two—Great-Grandmother Enid, whose secret to a long life is to grumble about everything, and fourteen-year-old Newton. Determined to break the curse, he enrolls in the Jerry Potts Academy of Higher Learning and Survival in Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan, where students must navigate the outdoors, the very place Newton’s mother warned him about. 

Newton knows that information is power, and so he steadfastly follows his rules for survival, including not making any close friends. But life slowly amps up, and before Newton knows it, he is weathering storms he can’t control, including a truffle-hunting pig, a distant father, and a determined archrival who happens to have a very nice nose. Does outlasting everyone have to mean being alone?
Villainology (Tundra Books, 2007)




www.tundrabooks.com
Villainology is a veritable who’s who of characters from the underworld. Be they fictitious or all-too-genuine baddies, they are bound together by their infamous deeds. Arthur Slade takes a lighthearted view, nonetheless, and provides personal stats, their likes and dislikes, their high-school memories and an amazing array of cool facts along with up close and personal “interviews.” Readers will not only come away amused, they will come away with an enlarged store of general knowledge. Among the fourteen notable villains included are: The Wicked Witch of the West, Attila the Hun, The Wolf, Billy the Kid, The Headless Horseman, Morgan le Fay, Quin Hui, The Invisible Man, Scarface Capone, and a lineup of Shakespeare’s most memorable villains. Never-before-seen portraits of each by artist Derek Mah, make for a deliciously delectable rogue’s gallery.

